*Like all my works, you will need to have read The Dictator’s Handbook by Bruce 
Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith, to understand the messages that follow. 
Also, a reminder that the definition of youth used here is people under the age of 
majority. In the US, that’s people ages 0-17. 


*You might also want to read The 48 Laws of Power, by Robert Greene; /nfluence: 
The Psychology of Persuasion, by Robert Cialdini; Our Masters’ Voices: The 
Language and Body-language of Politics, by Max Atkinson; and Power: Why Some 
People Have It and Others Don’t, by Jeffrey Pfeffer. These books will help you gain a 
deeper understanding of youth liberation and how parents oppress their kids. These 
books will also be instrumental in helping you come up with strategies to avoid 
getting hurt by your parents, band together against the school system, and 
organize and protest safely and effectively. 


The Right to Vote From Birth 


The right to vote from birth, also known as voting without age limits, is so important 
that it needs its own separate document. All of the problems laid out in Liberation 
will not and cannot be solved without the right to vote from birth; the only people 
incentivized to solve these problems are youth. All of the policy proposals described 
in Policy Demands for Liberation are useless without the right to vote from birth; in 
order to be effective, these policies need youth enforcing them through the vote. 
The right to vote from birth is the bedrock, the foundation, and the key to all pro- 
youth policies. Without the right to vote starting at birth, youth liberationist policies 
will be at best useless and at worst oppression disguised under the banner of youth 
liberation. Without the right to vote from birth, youth slavery will never be 
abolished, and all the various forms of oppression that youth face will never be 
removed. 


The reason for this is that laws reflect the voters’ will. When youth cannot vote and 
laws that claim to be “pro-youth” are passed, those laws result in the oppression of 
youth. Such laws include compulsory schooling, guardianship, custody, 
conservatorship, and other slave laws. Parents will claim that they will vote in the 
“best interests” of their kids, but the truth is that only youth can vote in their own 
interests. Pro-youth policies can only ever come from youth themselves, so to 
pursue them without giving youth the right to vote from birth would lead to greater 
oppression. 


Parents outgun youth when it comes to money, political power, legal power, 
connections, media, and cultural pressure. Not only that, but parents will vote 
against youth just as they have done in the past and just as they do today. Youth 


need the maximum number of youth voters available to insulate themselves from 
the oppressive political power of their parents. Youth must therefore not seek to 
lower the voting age but abolish it altogether. Every vote counts, including the vote 
of the youngest voter, no matter how young they are, even if they are four years 
old. Lowering the voting age incrementally only ensures that there will come a time 
where youth uniformly believe that those younger than them are too young to vote. 
The voting age must be abolished altogether. 


Preventing Disenfranchisement 


Four means of disenfranchising youth include barriers to registration, conditions for 
disenfranchisement, parents destroying their kids’ ballots, and requiring an address 
to vote. Each of these can be prevented through careful, planned, and strategic 
laws. In this way, youth’s right to vote will be expanded, and youth will be insulated 
from voter suppression. 


First, there need to be more voting rights than just the right to vote without age 
limits. For youth, the right to vote must include the right to be automatically 
registered at birth to vote. There needs to be automatic voter registration at birth in 
order to prevent attempts by parents to disenfranchise their kids. 


Second, the right to vote must extend to the right for youth to be permanently, 
irrevocably registered to vote. There must be no conditions under which youth 
disenfranchisement is allowed, including criminal charges, conviction, incarceration, 
homelessness, name change, witness protection, disability, coma, incapacitation, 
moving to a different country, and any other conditions. The right to vote should be 
inviolable, indestructible, and ever-present. Only when youth are completely 
insulated from disenfranchisement will their legal rights be secure. 


Third, voting must be online, so that parents cannot prevent youth from voting by 
seizing or destroying their ballots. Voting must be easily accessible: lost login 
credentials must be retrievable by both email and text, and voting websites should 
be compatible with all computers, phones, and tablets. The national, regional, and 
local voting websites should be accessible 24 hours a day, and they should be 
designed so that large amounts of traffic do not crash them or make them slow 
enough to be useless. Voting websites should contain many backups for their voting 
data so that votes are never lost in the event of an emergency. The nominal 
selectorate should hold regular elections to vote in the staff of the voting website, 
with a required winning coalition that is very close to (but a little bit less) than one- 
half of the nominal selectorate. 


Fourth, voting must be done without registered addresses, so kids never need 
addresses to vote. If a kid wishes to pick up and leave their parents’ house, they 
should still be able to vote with ease and on time. If a kid is on the move from town 
to town, they should still be able to vote with ease and on time. If a kid is in the 
middle of the wilderness, they should still be able to vote with ease and on time. 
Kids should not have to bind themselves to any address, any person, or any place in 
order to vote. 


Sneaky Attempts to Disenfranchise Youth 


Parents will try to use voter fraud laws, also known as voter ID laws and voter 
suppression laws, to disenfranchise youth. Voting fraud must be prevented in a way 
that does not disenfranchise even a single youth. Requiring for verification six or 
seven different documents that take months to acquire at the DMV is nothing but a 
liar’s attempt to disenfranchise kids. Parents can easily refuse to take their kids to 
the DMV and thus disenfranchise them. Parents can also use the possibility of 
refusing to take them to the DMV as leverage to control which policies and/or 
candidates their kids vote for. A solution must be found other than excessive 
verification. Voting fraud prevention must take a route that ties the hands of 
parents instead of aiding their attempts to disenfranchise their own kids. 


There are many more strategies to disenfranchise kids that can be listed here. New 
voter suppression laws are created all the time, and the voter suppression laws of 
the future may use different rhetoric and methods of suppression than the ones of 
today. This is especially true when it comes to laws that do not explicitly or 
implicitly threaten kids’ right to vote but are in fact effective at preventing them 
from voting. Youth liberationists must stand guard against such laws, because once 
they are passed, they become much harder to get rid of. New voting laws must be 
heavily scrutinized, dissected, and put back together to ensure that they do not 
harm youth’s right to vote. 


Voting Exploitation 


Demeny voting and any other form of proxy voting must be banned to prevent the 
exploitation of the youth vote for anti-youth purposes. Parents should never be able 
to vote for kids under any circumstances. To vote as a proxy for a kid is to reinforce 
the parent domination of youth and is the opposite of a youth liberationist activity. 


It is a common argument by anti-youth advocates that youth will have their votes 
influenced by their parents, teachers, or some placeholder adult. However, this is 
politics. Everyone tries to influence people’s voting, whether it is through writing, 


speech, entertainment media, or advertising. This is a ridiculous argument designed 
to stall youth liberation and is not worth the paper it is printed on. 


Ease of Voting 


Voting should be easy. This is especially important for youth voters, who may not 
have the experience needed to navigate voting methods that are designed to be 
difficult. In a republic, voting should be as simple as checking boxes on the screen 
next to the names of candidates or political parties. In a direct democracy, voting 
should be as simple as checking boxes on the screen next to the bill that you want 
passed. 


No youth voter should have to click through a thousand pages of text to select their 
candidate (but those thousand pages of policies that the candidate supports should 
always be available if the kid wants to read them). Likewise, no youth voter should 
have to click through a thousand pages of text to vote on the bill that they want 
(but those thousand pages of text belonging to the bill should always be available if 
the kid wants to read them). Voting should be made easy so that it does not 
disincentivize kids from voting. While this may not be disenfranchisement (and even 
that is arguable), it is definitely bad for youth. Youth liberationists must pursue laws 
that make voting easy and an enjoyable experience for youth. 


Voting websites must be well designed, easy to navigate, and easy to vote with. 
They should be designed to work with slow and fast internet speeds alike, 
frequently backed up, and so well designed that they do not cause any problems for 
the voters. Youth liberationists should pursue laws that ensure ease of voting so 
that all youth may choose to vote, independent of voter suppression. 


